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Somewhere, something happened...

2 + 2 = 4

E = mc2

Włodi from London

235              1                90                 143                      1  

92              0                36                   56                      0  
U +  n →   Kr +    Ba + 3 n + 200 MeV



I have questions...

• Can I lead a nuclear bomb in the sinner’s prayer?

• Are “bad things” things made by bad people?

• What does it mean for an object to be good or bad?

• Is this my problem?

• How can I even start thinking about this?



Form and Function



The Story of Coke

Okinawa Soba



The Story of Coke

• Ask a friend to come and share my Coke

• Drink half a can 
(and save the rest for later)

• Drink half a can 
(and throw the other half away)

Options:

• Drink two servings of Coke



Are bad designers bad people?

www.houseoffisher.com



But how can a thing be good?

An analogy: good words, bad words. 



But how can a thing be good?
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What is that do do with me?



Where do I start?

What does the technology serve?

What are you optimising the technology for?

• Industrial technology

• Medical technology

• Phone technology



Medical technology

“This is desirable, … for the invention of innumerable
devices … and most importantly, for the maintenance
of health, which is undoubtedly the chief good and
the foundation of all other goods in this life.”

Descartes (1637) Discourse on the Method Pt. VI



“I know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

My ears had heard of you,
but now my eyes have seen you.”           Job 42:5 (NIV)
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Medical technology

Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:
Job 4:1 (MHV)

“Why did I not perish at birth,

and die as I came from the womb?...

For sighing has become my daily food;

my groans pour out like water.

What I feared has come upon me;

what I dreaded has happened to me.

I have no peace, no quietness;

I have no rest, but only turmoil.”

Job 3:11,24-26

“Not to worry, there’s a pill for that.”  



Industrial technology

Xu Hongzhi

The primary, if not the only, goal of human labor is efficiency.

Neil Postman (1993) Technopoly
Summarising Frederick Taylor (1911) The Principles of Scientific Management 

Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

Westminster Confession Q.1



Phone technology

Marc Smith

Egan et al., (2014) The American Freshman: National Norms Fall 2014, UCLA.



Option 1

Option 2
Optimise technology for things important to 

people, 
or the world around us, 
or God.

The effect of optimisation

Technology Effect of optimising for clicks

“Information” technology Distracts you from information

“Communication” device Inhibits communication

“Social” platform Makes you un-sociable

Optimise technology for things important to technology.



Thinking differently

“Do not be conformed to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Rom. 12:2

Concern:
This phone design does not optimise how easy it is
to be contacted at all times and in all places.

Response A:
You are right.

Response B:
You are wrong.

Response C:
Who cares?



Summary

• Stuff can be morally good or bad.

• We usually don’t think about it.

• We have an opportunity to make good technologies.

• We have an opportunity to pioneer new research.


